BARBARAA MIKULSKI
MARYLAND Uowe o

© - WASHINGTON, DC 20510-2008

" February 11, 2004

- The Honorable Ann Veneman -
: Secretary of Agncuiture .
1400 Independence Avenue, S. W
Washmgton D. C 20250

v Dear Secretary Veneman

The recent dlscovery of avian ﬂu on the Delmarva Pemnsu]a isa potentlally catastropmc
: s1tuatxon for Maryland’s poultry industry and. Eastern Shore economy. While the outbreak has
primarily been isolated to Delaware, the threat of the virus 'spreading to Maryland farms is of
~ great concern. The poultry mdustry is the foundatlon of the Eastem Shore 5 agncultural
- economy . ‘ . . ,

_ We urge you to establxsh a regxonal US. Department of Agnculture Task Force to assist
. state and local entities as well as the private sector in containing and eradicating this virus. The
- expertise and resources of the federal government should be deployed to Maxyland as part of the
: Delmarva regxon to heIp limit the 1mpact of the virus.

In addltlon, thls outbreak points to an urgent need to ensure traceablhty of our nation’s .
poultry stock. Ifa problem is found i in a live poultry market, we must be able to find the source
of the affeeted ﬂocks to effectxvely contain any virus.

We take the dxscovery of avian flu on the Delmarva Penmsula very senously We urge
your department to give the highest priority to assisting the poultry industry in our region and use
- whatever resources at your disposal to stay on'top of this avian flu outbreak.. Together we must
assure that this dlsease has been contalned and eradlcated as qmekly as posmble

,Smcerely,

Barav-..;k‘elski m,' R “ffj?PauIS Sarbanes |
- United States Senator ‘ U \ed States Senator




